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Delanco Shade Tree Commission

Minutes of Regular Meeting

July 23, 2008
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Matulewicz at 7:05 P.M.
Flag Salute

The flag salute was conducted by all members and guests.
Sunshine Statement
The Sunshine Statement was read aloud by Chairman Matulewicz.
Roll Call

Members present at this meeting were: Chairman Matulewicz, Mr. Taraschi, 
Mr. Lacina, Mrs. Towell, and Township Liaison Mrs. Hinkle.
Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of June 25, 2008.
Motion to approve the Minutes from the meeting of June 25, 2008 was deferred by Chairman Matulewicz. 

Public Forum

Mr. & Mrs. Astemborski of 329 Delaware were present. They attended in response to a letter they received from the Commission regarding trees they believed to be on public property, and would like to have removed. They produced a survey that placed ownership of the trees in doubt. The Homeowner’s said they hired a contractor to ‘top’ the trees and while the danger of limbs falling is over, the tree remains an eyesore. They discussed the survey with Chairman Matulewicz, Mr. Lacina and Mrs. Hinkle. Mrs. Hinkle reported that the Township ‘bucket truck’ was being repaired and would not be in service for a few weeks. After review of the tax map and survey by the Commission, Chairman Matulewicz agreed to re-inspect this tree, and asked Mrs. Towell to put the case on the August agenda. 
Mr. Mark Schmitt, a former member of the Shade Tree Commission was also present.

Old Work
Conrad – 207 Cedar Street – Mr. Taraschi & Mrs. Towell
Homeowner’s report reads: “Large part of tree trunk hanging over st. and electric wire’s. Trunk looks to be dead (or dying), bark is falling off.”

The homeowner reports this tree to be an oak tree on Cedar Street.

Note: Two trees on the inventory are associated with this address. Tree #1, to the left of door is a Sweet Gum, DBH = 23, 10% deadwood, no curb/ walk involvement, no wires, trunk damage = 10%. 
Tree #2 (to the right of tree #1) is a Red Maple, DBH = 17, 30% deadwood, no curb/ walk involvement, remove, no replant. (This tree should be down, as a tree at this residence was turned in to Public Works for removal in 2006.)
Mr. Taraschi and Mrs. Towell checked this specimen and recommended removal, but Mrs. Towell was unsure as to whether the tree was on public property. She suggested a measurement to determine ownership. Chairman Matulewicz will, with Mr. Schmitt to measure the easement and confirm ownership.
Mr. Taraschi spoke with the homeowner, and Mrs. Towell advised that the dead limb was directly in line with a transformer across the street.

Chairman Matulewicz directed Mrs. Towell to send the homeowner a letter asking for a copy of his survey, and the location of any property markers. 
Mrs. Towell received a copy of the homeowner’s survey, and forwarded it to Chairman Matulewicz.
Mrs. Towell sent Chairman Matulewicz an email reminder to measure this tree.
Chairman Matulewicz asked Mrs. Towell to put this case on the August agenda.
Laverty - 101 Walter Avenue – Mr. Taraschi & Mr. Lacina 
The homeowner requests removal of a Township tree, due to the storm of 3/8/8 that brought down two other trees in her area. This tree is to the right of the driveway, behind the flower bed, in front of the bamboo plants. This case was assigned to Mr. Taraschi and Mr. Lacina.
Upon further review, the homeowner would like 8 trees removed. (As the mailbox contained eight copies of the same application, Mrs. Towell assumed that the request was for one tree, and that the copies were simply duplicates. It was only after she received an email from Mrs. Laverty, that she realized that the homeowner requested removal of eight trees.)

Mr. Lacina agreed with Chairman Matulewicz that at least one tree, and probably two need removal. Mrs. Towell reviewed the Street Tree Survey, and it reflected only two Township trees associated with this address. Chairman Matulewicz directed Mrs. Towell to send the homeowner a letter asking for more information regarding the location of the other six trees, and to refer the two street trees to Public Works for removal. 
Mrs. Towell sent Mrs. Laverty an email asking for the location of the other trees that she requested removal of and notified her of the decision to recommend removal of her two street trees.

Mrs. Towell sent all members an email regarding placement of the trees that she received from Mrs. Laverty. Chairman Matulewicz checked these trees and doesn’t see any reason to remove the locusts. Chairman Matulewicz and Mr. Lacina are to inspect these trees on Friday 06/27/08. He directed Mrs. Towell to send Mrs. Laverty an email advising her of the pending visit. Mrs. Towell sent the email on 06/25/08.
Chairman Matulewicz visited with the homeowner and reports that she requests every tree within ‘fall range’ of her home to be removed. He suggests that Mr. Scibilia inspect these trees to determine any hazard. He will contact Mr. Scibilia regarding this matter, and feels that expense would be far less than removing eight healthy trees. Chairman Matulewicz requests this case be left on the agenda through September.
BISHOP/ BEVERAGE – 315 Walter Avenue – Mr. Lacina
Homeowners request reads: “Need tree removal due to roots. The roots are causing issues w/sewerage and water lines. We have had many issues. Fred (the Township Planner) came by this week.” The homeowner reports the tree is located between the curb and sidewalk. Mr. Lacina reported that upon inspection of this oak tree, with minor curb heave, he noticed no problems. Chairman Matulewicz and Mr. Lacina are to check this tree on Friday, 06/27/08. Mrs. Towell remarked that she received a second email from this resident. Chairman Matulewicz directed Mrs. Towell to send the homeowner an email advising him of their pending inspection. The email was sent on 06/25/08. 
Mr. Lacina inspected this Oak tree, and met with the Homeowners, who report numerous sewer issues. Mr. Lacina reports the tree to be in healthy condition, with no sidewalk heave. 

After discussion among the Commission, Chairman Matulewicz asked Mrs. Towell to send the homeowners a letter recommending replacement of the sewer line, and advising the Homeowner that the sewer main is the responsibility of the Township. He asked that Mrs. Towell submit the letter for his review before sending it. 

During discussion of this case, the subject of having Mr. Weller attend a Commission meeting was explored. 
ANGELO – 405 Delview Lane –Mrs. Towell
Homeowner requests removal of tree. The request reads: “Located too close to sewer pipe and the sidewalk is buckling. (advised by Delanco Sewerage Dept. when sewer pipe was repaired.” Homeowner states that the tree is to the right of residence by the curb. This case was assigned to Mrs. Towell.
Upon inspection, Mrs. Towell found no evidence of disease, insect infestation or significant deadwood. The sewer was recently replaced with PVC as evidenced by the cleanout. Some sections of the sidewalk were replaced, and the slight heave is in the old section of sidewalk. Based on Mrs. Towell’s recommendation the Commission agreed to deny the homeowners request.  
KARWACKI – 734 Third Street – Mr. Taraschi
Homeowner’s request reads: “Rental inspection – sidewalk raised. Property is a rental.” There is also a notation on the request that reads: “2nd request, Emergency, Sidewalk ripped up now!!!” This case was deferred until August.
TYLER – 838 Laurel Street – Mr. Taraschi & Mrs. Towell
Homeowner’s request reads: “I am requesting trimming because when it’s windy, the tree blows against the house.”

Mrs. Towell reported that she received a follow up email from the homeowner. This case was assigned to Mr. Taraschi and Mrs. Towell.
Mrs. Towell inspected this tree and reports that it was recently trimmed.
ALLCHIN – 310 Poplar Street – Chairman Matulewicz
Check tree in front of house for disease.

Chairman Matulewicz asked the homeowner to put in a request on this Red oak. He would like Mr. Scibilia to check it, and he will send a photo to him.
Chairman Matulewicz inspected the tree and found it to have fungus, a sizable cavity and significant die back. This specimen will be forwarded to Public Works for removal.

HAMLIN – 223 Peachtree Lane – Mr. Lacina
Mr. Hamlin would like the tree at his residence removed. A copy of his request was sent to all members via email. This case was assigned to Mr. Lacina.
Mr. Lacina inspected this tree and observed that the worst section of the tree was toward Lilac, and that the tree has heave, but there is no sidewalk. He reports that the tree is in fair condition. Chairman Matulewicz has deferred this case until August.
PRICE 1805 Burlington Avenue – Mr. Taraschi
The homeowner would like two maples on the side of his property removed. This case was assigned to Mr. Taraschi. 

Mrs. Towell checked these two Maples and found them to be in very poor condition, and approximately 40% dead. After a brief discussion, the Commission decided to send these two specimens to Public Works for removal.

NEW WORK
WILMERTON – 613 Walnut Street

The homeowner requests the tree in front of the residence be trimmed, as the branches are resting on the house and causing damage to the shingles.

Mrs. Towell checked this tree on the side of the residence and observed one large branch hanging over the rear of the residence and recommended a trim by Public Works. After a brief discussion, the Commission agreed. 
THUM – 229 Fenimore Lane

The homeowner reports a tree that ‘has suddenly and recently died’ in front of the residence, between 229 and 301 Fenimore. The homeowner observed ‘series and rows of small holes bored into the tree’ and ‘large bee like bugs.’
Mrs. Towell checked this tree and found it to be completely dead, with all its leaves brown, and significant evidence of insect infestation. This tree will be forwarded to Public Works for removal. 
SEIDT – 220 Oakford Avenue
Homeowner requests removal of oak tree and remarks that the one next to the dead tree is also dying. This case was assigned to Mr. Lacina and Mr. Schmitt.

MORANOR – 301 Fenimore Lane

Homeowner reports tree is dead. Mrs. Towell will send the Homeowner an email regarding this matter. This tree is believed to be located at 229 Fenimore and is slated for removal.

NEWMAN – 216 West Avenue

Homeowner reports that the sidewalk is ‘very bad for walkers’. This case was assigned to Mr. Lacina, Mr. Schmitt and Chairman Matulewicz.
MARINO – 1602 Second Street

The Homeowner reports: “Tree has had its day. 1) Broken branch ready to come down on existing wires, 2) Trunk leaning towards street, 3) Roots around sewer could be a problem. (Fred Weller is aware of tree.)” The homeowner also requests stump removal and a replacement tree. This case was assigned to Mr. Schmitt.

Correspondence
Mrs. Towell sent Mrs. DiSibio an updated list of trees forwarded to Public Works for action. Also sent to Mrs. DiSibio were the Minutes from April 2008. 
An updated list of trees was sent to Mr. Fenimore.
Letters were sent to Mr. Kazunas, Vining/Needleman, and Ms. Harrison of Newton’s Landing with regard to their requests.

A letter was sent to Mrs. Mullens of Walter Avenue regarding her request for a new tree.

A postcard was sent to Mr. Nestor advising him of the decision in his case.

An email was sent to Mr. Corcoran, and Mrs. Lohr requesting per capita expenditures for tree trimming and removals for 2007. 

Open Forum
We are still in need of a measurement at the Farko residence on Second Street and the Conrad residence on the corner of Second and Cedar. (Chairman Matulewicz to check). Chairman Matulewicz will measure this on Friday 06/27/08.
The Tree City Application. 
A seminar for Commission members with Mr. Scibilia is pending. The second half of September looks most likely.
Mrs. Hinkle would like to have the proposed tree ordinance removed from the Township Web Site.

Mrs. Palm is asking when her tree will be removed. Mrs. Hinkle talked to Mr. Fenimore with regard to the ‘bucket truck’ repair for removals. 

Chairman Matulewicz will handle the insurance claim for Berrevoets, and send our reply to Mr. Kearns. Mrs. Towell said that she would send him the letterhead file. 
Mr. Schmitt was re-instated to the Commission. 
Chairman Matulewicz is requesting someone to step in as Chairman due to the constraints on his time.
Mrs. Towell will send notice to the NJ Shade Tree Federation for a card for Mr. Schmitt. 
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made by Chairman Matulewicz and seconded by Mrs. Towell. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 P.M.
Minutes prepared by:
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(Electronic Signature)
Barbara Towell, Secretary

Delanco Shade Tree Commission
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