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Delanco Shade Tree Commission

Minutes of Regular / Reorganization Meeting

January 24, 2007
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Towell, the 2006 Secretary, at 7:05PM.
Flag Salute

The Flag salute was conducted by all members present.
Sunshine Statement
Mrs. Towell read the Sunshine Statement aloud.

Roll Call

Commission members present at this meeting were: Mr. Matulewicz, 

Mrs. McMaster, Mr. Schmitt and Mrs. Towell. Mrs. Hinkle, Township Committeewoman/Liaison to the Shade Tree Commission was also present.
Reorganization for 2007
Nomination for Chairman
Mr. Matulewicz was nominated for Chairman by Mrs. Towell. The nomination was seconded by Mrs. McMaster.  The nomination was carried unanimously, with no abstentions.
Nomination for Vice Chairman
Mr. Schmitt was nominated for Vice Chairman by Mr. Matulewicz. The nomination was seconded by Mrs. McMaster. The nomination carried unanimously with no abstentions.

Nomination for Secretary

Mrs. Towell was nominated for Secretary by Mr. Matulewicz. The motion was seconded by Mr. Schmitt. The nomination carried unanimously with no abstentions. 

Motion for Commission Solicitor

A motion was made by Mrs. Towell to retain the firm of Parker McCay as Solicitor for the Commission. The motion was seconded by Mr. Schmitt. The motion was carried unanimously with no abstentions.
Motion for Consultant to the Commission

A motion was made by Mrs. Towell to retain Mr. Kevin Scibilia, a New Jersey State Certified Tree Expert, as Consultant to the Commission. The motion was seconded by Mrs. McMaster. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions
Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of September 27, 2006.

After a brief discussion, this matter was tabled until the February meeting.

Approval of Minutes from Rescheduled Meeting of November 8, 2006.
Motion to approve the minutes from the rescheduled meeting of November 8, 2006 was by Mrs. Towell and seconded by Mrs. McMaster. The motion carried by a vote of 2-0, with Mr. Matulewicz and Mr. Schmitt abstaining.
Public Forum

As no members of the public were present, there was no public forum.
Old Work
REIDY – 425 West Avenue – Mr. Browne/ Mrs. McMaster
“We have a tree in front of our house that is lifting our sidewalk and is also tearing up the street and it impacts the on the flow of water into the sewer. Our neighbors recently had their tree removed. Since PSE&G have to come out for their stump; it makes sense to me that they could save a trip and do our tree ASAP. Thank you.” This case was originally assigned to Mrs. Jacobs and Mrs. McMaster, and then reassigned to Mr. Browne after the departure of Mrs. Jacobs. Mrs. McMaster was also to check this tree. Mr. Browne deferred this matter until the January meeting. With the departure of Mr. Browne, this matter has been further deferred to the February meeting. 
FINK – 2926 Colgate Avenue – Mr. Matulewicz
“Trees behind our property hang over fence and are clogging our pool filter and are damaging our property. We are located in front of West Avenue field.” The homeowner states that the trees are oaks. 
Mr. Matulewicz reports that he has not inspected this tree at this time. 
This matter has been deferred until the February meeting.

ROSS – 201 Magnolia Lane – Mr. Browne – Mrs. McMaster
“Oak – Magnolia Lane (dead tree).

Mr. Browne was to re-inspect this tree. This case was also assigned to Mrs. McMaster. Mrs. McMaster is not sure which tree the homeowner is referring to. She said that she will re-inspect the property. This matter was tabled until the February meeting.
PIPPIN – 1505 Second Street – Mr. Browne
“Tree on right side of driveway is cracked and in danger of falling. Between curb and sidewalk.” 

Mr. Browne was to call this homeowner, and requested that this tree be placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia.

With the departure of Mr. Browne, Mrs. Towell checked this site and reports the tree has been removed. She states that she will refer the stump to Public Works for removal.
DIMIERO – 230 Maple Avenue – Mr. Matulewicz
“I am requesting that either the roots are removed from under the sidewalk or that the tree is removed. We have been warned by our insurance company to fix the sidewalk or be dropped. A ‘cut out’ cannot be used. The tree is too close to our steps to the front walkway. Front of house on Maple Ave. side.”

(Note: Two requests from Mr. & Mrs. DiMiero’s insurance company were attached to this request.)

Mr. Matulewicz spoke with the homeowner. He states that while there is a sidewalk lift, it is minor, and that the tree appears to be in good health. He reports that he advised the homeowner to ramp the uplift and remove the trip hazard, and that the Commission should send Mr. DiMiero a letter stating that the ramp is an acceptable solution to the Commission. He states that the homeowner should provide a copy of this letter to his insurance company. Mr. Browne is to author a letter for this purpose, and for use in future cases of this nature.
Chairman Matulewicz stated that he will draft a letter with regard to this matter.
DIFILIPO – 310 Fenimore Lane – Mr. Browne
“Tree rotted. Between curb and sidewalk in front of residence.” 

This case was assigned to Mr. Browne.

With the departure of Mr. Browne, Mrs. Towell checked this tree. She reports that this tree in front of the residence is 50% dead with evidence of hollowing, numerous snapped off branches, and significant sidewalk. After review of the pictures of this specimen, a motion was made by Mrs. Towell to forward this tree to Public Works for removal. Mrs. McMaster seconded the motion. The motion was carried unanimously with no abstentions. This tree will be referred to Public Works for removal.
FISHBURN – 1225 Delaware Avenue – Mrs. McMaster/ Mrs. Towell
“Trees are dead. Tree on right of driveway (if looking at driveway.) The 2 trees on Lilac Street towards Second Street.”

(Note: Tree to the right of driveway was submitted to Public Works for removal on 07/28/06. Mr. and Mrs. Fishburn were advised by letter.)

This case was assigned to Mrs. McMaster & Mrs. Towell.

Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Towell inspected these trees. At this time, they are in agreement that both trees to the left of the driveway show evidence of recent foliage, but at this time it is not possible to ascertain what percentage of the trees is dead. Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Towell recommend that these two specimens be placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia and held until they leaf in the spring. Mrs. McMaster made a motion to place these trees on the watch list, and Mrs. Towell seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, with no abstentions. Vice Chairman Schmitt would like to confirm ownership of these specimens as there is no sidewalk on the property.
FORBES – 307 Holly Street – Mr. Browne
Homeowner requests trimming of tree in front of residence. This case was assigned to Mr. Browne.

With the departure of Mr. Browne, Mrs. Towell inspected this tree. She reports this very old maple has been heavily trimmed and seems to be in the early stages of decline. She also reports that there are some wires overhead. After review of the pictures of this specimen by the Commission, Mrs. Towell made a motion to forward this tree to Public Works for trimming, and place it on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia. Mrs. McMaster seconded the motion. The motion was carried unanimously with no abstentions.
PETZOLDT – 635 Hickory Street – Mr. Matulewicz 
Request for removal of these two large maples was denied in 2004. The homeowner at that time agreed to replace the sidewalk with pavers to allow for growth. In an email of 10/23/06, the homeowner asks that the Commission reconsider removing the trees. He states that he has observed other sidewalks being replaced in town and that healthy trees are being removed to accommodate this. The homeowner makes no mention in his first request of any imminent hazard other than extreme sidewalk heave. 
In a second request, the homeowner asserts that the roots of the trees are rotten and that one tree is leaning ‘more every day.’

Mr. Browne assigned this case to Mr. Matulewicz. Mrs. McMaster also accepted this assignment. 

This case was discussed and the consensus of the Commission was that the trees should be removed since the homeowner has no room for a diversion, but that removal should be contingent upon inspection by Mr. Scibilia. Mrs. McMaster spoke with the homeowner regarding these trees. She reports that there is considerable sidewalk heave, and no room for a diversion. She also reports that there appears to be no evidence of root rot. These specimens were placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia.  
PIPPIN – 1505 Second Street – Mr. Browne
This case was assigned to Mr. Browne in September 06, but the homeowner has since filed a second and third request dated 10/04/06 and 10/05/06. Mr. Browne was assigned this case. 

With Mr. Browne’s resignation, Mrs. Towell took this case. She reports the tree was removed by Public Works, and stated that she will refer the stumps to Public Works for removal.
RYAN – 211 Peachtree – Mr. Browne
The homeowner requests removal of a tree from the front of the residence.

Mr. Browne accepted this case.

Mrs. Towell inspected this tree in the absence of Mr. Browne. She reports that the tree in question is roughly 60% dead with only three branches remaining; there is evidence of hollowing and very brittle bark. She recommends this specimen for removal, and also recommends that the other two trees in the stand be placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia. After review of the pictures, Chairman Matulewicz recommended all three trees in the stand be removed, and he made a motion to that effect. Mrs. Towell seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions. 

ZACCAGNI – 420 Richards Avenue – Mrs. Towell
Homeowner requests removal of a tree from in front of the residence. “Tree is dying. Numerous branches are dead. The tree bark is peeling off many branches. The main branch is already snapped off.”

This case was assigned to Mrs. Towell who reports that this tree has no crown, shows evidence of hollowing, as well as peeling and brittle bark. There are also numerous snapped off branches, significant root girdling, and minor sidewalk heave, which has been repaired. She also reports a fairly young, healthy tree within 20 feet of the specimen in question. Mrs. Towell made a motion to remove this tree. Mrs. McMaster seconded the motion. The motion carried by a vote of 3 to 1, with Chairman Matulewicz abstaining. This tree will be forwarded to Public Works for removal.

Correspondence
The following correspondence was read by Mrs. Towell:
 Mrs. Towell received notice of resignation from Mr. Browne and Mrs. Browne via a cc email to then Mayor Fitzpatrick. 

Mrs. Towell received a memo from Township Clerk Lohr regarding the appointment of Mr. Matulewicz from 1/07 to 12/11 and Mr. Schmitt to fill an unexpired term until 12/10. 

Mrs. Towell received an email from Mrs. DiSibio requesting a list of Board members. She also received a copy of the meeting notices sent to the newspapers.

A request for the trimming of a County tree located at 538 Burlington Ave was received from a Mr. Pawline. Mrs. Towell called his place of business and left a message with his secretary that he should contact the County with regard to this matter. Mr. Pawline called Mrs. Towell at home and stated that the County Roads department had trimmed the tree.
Mr. Thomas of 635 Laurel Street sent a request on 01/04/07 to have two trees removed. Also enclosed in this correspondence were pictures and a letter from his insurance company denying coverage.

Mr. Thomas also sent another request stating that the tree on Laurel Street was taken down but that the sidewalk was never repaired. This request also included pictures and a legal decision from a state website which appears to absolve homeowners of liability with regard to sidewalks. This item should be discussed and referred to the proper Township entity.
This item was discussed among the Commission and copies of this request were given to Mrs. Hinkle, and a copy was also provided to her for forwarding to Mr. Corcoran, Township Administrator.

Open Forum

Mr. Browne was supposed to put together a budget. Chairman Matulewicz stated that he would undertake this matter.
We are still in need of a measurement at the Farko residence on Second Street.

The Karaskas complaint is still active.
Mr. Browne was supposed to take action on the “Most Magnificent” Plaque.  Chairman Matulewicz advised Mrs. Towell to check with Mrs. Lohr regarding information on how and where to obtain information regarding this matter.
When asked, the members of the Commission had no objection to Mrs. Towell using a laptop computer during meetings.

Mrs. Towell read a letter from the State regarding accreditation for the Commission. Issues of liability and insurance coverages were discussed. Mrs. Hinkle stated that she would look into this matter. Chairman Matulewicz said he would call the Community Forestry Office with regard to this matter. 

Being a new member to the Commission, Vice Chairman Schmitt was given a brief history of what the Commission does and how it works by Chairman Matulewicz. Mrs. Towell said that she would make some additional brochures for the membership. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Towell and seconded by Chairman Matulewicz. The motion to adjourn was carried unanimously with no abstentions. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM.
Minutes prepared by:
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(Electronic signature)
Barbara Towell, Secretary

Delanco Shade Tree Commission 
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