Delanco Shade Tree Commission

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

July 26, 2006

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Browne at 7:05 PM.

Flag Salute

The flag salute was conducted by all members present as well as two guests.

Sunshine Statement

Mrs. Towell read the Sunshine Statement aloud.

Roll Call

Members of the Commission present at this meeting were: Chairman Browne, Vice Chairman Matulewicz, Mrs. Browne, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Towell.

Also present at this meeting were Mr. & Mrs. Rambo of Goucher Avenue.

Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of June 28, 2006.

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Mrs. McMaster, and seconded by Vice Chairman Matulewicz. The motion was carried by a yea vote of four members, no opposing votes and abstentions by Mrs. Browne and Mrs. Jacobs.

Public Forum
Apart from Mr. & Mrs. Rambo, there were no members of the public present. Chairman Browne asked them to wait until their case was heard, and as they agreed, he then closed the meeting to the public.

Old Work

HATLEY - 2 Edwards Avenue – Mrs. Jacobs and Mr. Browne

“Tree roots are interfering with sewerage system. Also may dead branches since trimmed by electric co. Roots have severely lifted sidewalk. At curb, unknown type.”

Mrs. Towell spoke with Chairman Browne on May 17, 2006 regarding this matter, and he stated that he would speak with the homeowner personally. 

Mrs. Jacobs checked this tree and said that Public Service did a fair job of trimming; she also reported that there is sidewalk heave and that the homeowner reported sewer problems. She stated that the tree appeared healthy. Chairman Browne looked at this tree, called the homeowner and left a message. He said that the sidewalk heave was not severe. He states that at this time, he has received no call back. He said that he will send the homeowner a letter regarding sewer problems with a brochure. He asked Mrs. Towell for brochures, stationery and envelopes. 

A motion to deny the homeowners request was made by Mrs. Jacobs and seconded by Chairman Browne. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. 

The homeowner called Mrs. Towell with regard to the disposition of this case. Mrs. Towell then called Chairman Browne who then spoke to the homeowner. Chairman Browne was also to handle this matter via letter to the homeowner. 

Chairman Browne and Mrs. Browne spoke at length with the homeowner who would like to keep the tree. There was a brief discussion relating to the fact that Edwards Avenue has streets and sidewalks that are in need of replacement, and that the Township submits this street for refurbishing grants. The Tree Inventory states that this tree has no dead wood, has wires passing through it and there were no comments added by Mr. Scibilia. After a brief discussion among the Commission, it was decided to leave this case open pending receipt of word from the homeowner. It was also agreed that this tree would be placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia.

MICHAELIDES – 500 Spruce Street – Vice Chairman Matulewicz 

“The tree in front of my house have wholes on the roots is dangerous. You have to cut down. Your decision I need on a letter.” The homeowner also requests a call before we check the tree.

Vice Chairman Matulewicz examined this tree and forwarded pictures to Mr. Scibilia. They are in agreement that the tree has heart rot and should be taken down. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mrs. Browne, and seconded by Mrs. McMaster. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. This case will be forwarded to Public Works.

RAMBO – 2800 Goucher Avenue – Assigned to Commission

“Roots lifting side walk & curbs. Roots are at ground surface in yard. Area between sidewalk and curb. These roots need to be removed to plant grass. Can’t cut grass because of roots.” Location is: “Between sidewalk and curb, 2 on Goucher and 1 on Princeton. 1 on Princeton Ave. side. This tree is not healthy.”

Mrs. Towell checked these trees on June 28. She reports that a tree located on Princeton near the corner of Goucher has moderate root girdling and minimal sidewalk heave. (Approx 1 1/14” on one side and 1” on the other.) She stated that with trimming, she thought this tree could be left standing. 

She reports tree #2 (closest to door has substantial curb heave, and there is no sidewalk. This tree shows some evidence of either birds or insects as it has small holes in the bark. Tree #3, she reports has no curb heave, does have wires running through, has about 10% deadwood and a low fork. There was some evidence of hollowing. Mrs. Towell said her main concern with trees #2 and #3 was that the roots of these trees have bee ripped up well into the lawn of the residence, and her concern is that this has rendered the trees unstable. Mrs. Towell’s personal recommendation was that trees #2 and #3 be removed. 

Since this case involves the possible removal of three trees, this matter was assigned to the entire commission.

Note: Mr. and Mrs. Rambo are anxious for a determination with regard to these trees as

this is an insurance matter. 

After a discussion among the Commission, Chairman Browne asked for a motion to forward both trees in the front of the residence to Public Works for removal, and to have the tree on the Princeton side of the residence forwarded to Public Works for trimming. Mrs. Towell made the motion and Mrs. Jacobs seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. Mrs. Towell said that she would send a letter to Mr. & Mrs. Rambo for their insurance company.

ARMSTRONG – 300 Lilac Lane – Chairman Browne & Mrs. McMaster

Mr. Armstrong’s first request reads- “Second tree on right coming from Lilac Lane. On Third street. Tree rotted on right side and at top.” 

Mr. Armstrong’s second request reads – “Dangerous condition – rotten trunk & rotten roots – John Fenimore familiar.” The location of this tree is 2nd tree from 3rd St. on Lilac Lane.

Mrs. McMaster explained that in her observation of the tree on Third street, she found very soft wood around the base. Chairman Browne and Mrs. Browne concurred in this observation. After a discussion among the Commission, it was determined that this tree should be placed on the watch list for Mr. Scibilia. 

Chairman Browne, Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Browne were all in agreement that the tree on Lilac Lane at this residence should be referred to public works for removal. Chairman Browne made a motion to refer for removal, and the motion was seconded by Mrs. McMaster. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. This case will be forwarded to public works for removal and the home owner will be notified by postcard.

FISHBURN – 1225 Delaware Ave. – Chairman Browne & Mrs. McMaster

Mr. & Mrs. Fishburn submitted three requests. 

 #1 “Branches coming off a tree in the public area are on our property blocking sun & is stifling the growth of what we are growing.” This tree is reported to be a maple.

Mrs. McMaster, Chairman Browne and Mrs. Browne all report that this maple is on public land, and therefore the homeowner is unable to request removal. 

#2 “Tree is dead. We have been told by a professional tree remover that the tree is dead and the branches can fall anytime.” This tree is located to the left of driveway. It is an oak.

Chairman Browne, Mrs. Browne and Mrs. McMaster all report that this pin oak is more that 50% dead.

#3 “Tree is dead – this is the second request.” First tree at Lilac & Delaware. (Note: This tree has been on our watch list and should be removed at this time.)

Chairman Browne reports that this tree has been on our watch list for almost two years, and that at this point, it is more dead than alive. Mrs. Browne, Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Towell all agreed with his observation. 

Chairman Browne asked for a motion on these three trees. Vice Chairman Matulewicz made the motion to recommend tree #2 (to the left of the driveway) and tree #3 (tree closest to Delaware on Lilac be forwarded for removal and that the Maple tree in the public area be denied. Chairman Browne seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions. The homeowner will be notified.

Correspondence

A postcard was sent to Mrs. Dudzinski denying her request for removal. A postcard was also sent to Mr. Dydek denying his request for removal. A postcard was sent to Mr. Malesa advising him that one tree was to be removed, and one tree was to be placed on a watch list. An updated list of cases and a letter was delivered to Mr. Fenimore as well as action requests for the aforementioned cases.  

A memo was also received by the Commission from the New Jersey Tree Foundation regarding the licensing and registration of anyone who maintains, prunes or removes trees. Chairman Browne directed Mrs. Towell to forward this to the Township Committee with a cover letter.

New Work

MORTON – 414 Buttonwood Avenue

“The tree is behind our fence in the ally and continuously breaks large pieces off after a rain storm. We are concerned for the safety of our children.” This tree is in the alley behind the home.

Chairman Browne reports this tree to be down. 

MURPHY – 1407 Burlington Avenue  

“Remove trees on Fenimore Lane. They are dieing and may cause injury to the public. (Homeowner removed some dead branches.) These are 2 dead maple trees on the corner of Fenimore and Burlington.

This case was assigned to Mrs. McMaster and Mrs. Jacobs.

HILDENBRAND – 400 Poplar

“Large branch hanging low on Franklin Street. When rains & tractor trailers bend this branch & will soon fall on some parked car. (Mine) Danger.” This tree is located on Franklin near Poplar between sidewalk and street.

Vice Chairman Matulewicz is familiar with this case and made a motion to forward this case to public works for trimming. Chairman Browne directed Mrs. Towell to forward the case.

REIDY – 425 West Avenue

“We have a tree in front of our house that is lifting our sidewalk and is also tearing up the street and it impacts on the flow of water into the sewer. Our neighbors recently had their tree removed. Since PSE&G have to come out for their stump; it makes since to me that they could save a trip and do our tree ASAP. Thank you.” This case was assigned to Mrs. Jacobs and Mrs. McMaster. 

Cases Not on Agenda

STAHL – 215 Delview Lane

“I am writing to express my concern on two large trees located at the curb in front of my property. (215 Delview Lane) Not only are these two trees trunks rotted and infested with large black ants but also lose numerous branches with each passing storm. The root system of these two trees have also lifted the sidewalk and have created havoc with my front lawn, driveway apron and sewer line. Any consideration in the future as to the maintenance or removal of these two trees would be greatly appreciated.” This case was assigned to Chairman Browne and Mrs. Browne.

Open Forum
Mrs. Towell wants to know if the measurement been taken on the tree at Mrs. Farko’s residence at 202 Second Street. Chairman Browne said that he would take the measurement to determine if this tree rests on public or private property.

What is the disposition, if any of Mr. Karaskas?  (Note: these 2 items were not discussed.)

There was a discussion amongst the group as to the trees at the ball field and the recognition of potential problems with tress. Chairman Browne also brought up the number of trees that are in need of removal. There was also a discussion of the dissolution of Edgewater Park’s Shade Tree Commission. There was also a discussion of having Mr. Scibilia come out and inspect the trees on the watch list. Vice Chairman Matulewicz said that he would contact Mr. Scibilia. 

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Browne, and seconded by Mrs. Jacobs. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

Minutes prepared by:

[image: image1.jpg]



(electronic signature)

Barbara Towell, Secretary
Delanco Shade Tree Commission
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