                                                                                               621 Delaware Avenue

                                                                                               Delanco, New Jersey 08075

                                                                                               August 15, 2010

Honorable John Adler

Third District, New Jersey

Dear Congressman Adler,

Thank you for your concern of our community regarding the proposed dredge spoils dump site our town has been selected to receive by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Dredging & Sediment Technology.  

To begin with, the land selected by the NJDEP as a permanent dumpsite is owned by Township of Delanco.  Delanco Township is the owner this tract of land, locally known as the “dunes”.  The tract consists of approximately thirty-five acres fronting the Delaware River for 1500 feet.  The Township has provided, as requested by NJDEP and the NJ Attorney General’s office, copies of the New Jersey chancery court decree from 1944 awarding this tract of land to Delanco Township.  This tract was one of five the court awarded the Township in the 1944 decree.   A portion of the “dunes” tract and the other four tracts consisting of hundreds of lots were subsequently sold off by Delanco Township to individuals and builders for residential building lots in the late 1940’s & 1950’s. 

Those building lots (many to provide emergency housing for returning WWII veterans) sold in the late 1940’s and throughout the 1950’s are now the residential neighborhoods adjacent to the dunes along both sides of Burlington Avenue at the north end of Delanco. 

The Township has provided the prior deeds to the dunes tract that describe the riparian rights along the river as conveyed by previous owners, the State of New Jersey, and the United States of America.  The Township is challenging the state’s very extensive tidelands claim to our land made at the June 18, 2010 meeting with officials of NJDEP, NJ Attorney Generals office, and US Army Corps of Engineers.

In April 2008, NJDEP presented to representatives of New Jersey riverfront communities the proposed Dredge Materials Management Plan (DMMP).  The plan outlined the selection of permanent spoils disposal sites (“confined disposal facilities” or CDF) and the future management of those sites by the state.  The future management plan of these sites by the state would maintain them as barren “moonscapes” with regular spoils deposition and semi-active mining operations to excavate the spoils for the next dredging cycle.

Seven preliminary sites from Palmyra to Burlington were indentified at the April 2008 meeting as previously used for dumping dredge spoils in the past century.  These abandoned sites were being reevaluated for future permanent use.  As described in the DMMP, the future sites will be permanent disposal sites and maintained by the state as barren repositories of spoils.

The Legislative Act of 1956 between New Jersey and Pennsylvania designated responsibilities for receiving Delaware River dredge spoils.  Along the river from the PA/NJ Turnpike Bridge at Florence, NJ to Allegheny Avenue in Philadelphia, the state of New Jersey is charged with providing land to receive river dredge spoils.

At the time of the 1956 agreement and during earlier decades, the New Jersey river towns were communities in decline.  Wetlands, marshes, and tidal areas between our towns comprised the historical Delaware River Jersey shoreline.   Then, river dredge spoils to establish the shipping navigation channel were deposited in sites every couple miles.   Vacant “unusable” land was piled high with spoils, the river shoreline altered, wetlands and marshes filled in.  Palmyra Cove, for example was once an extensive wetlands and marsh; hundreds of acres were filled in during the 20th century of industrial development along the river.  We should know better now.

At that April 2008 meeting, I explained to officials from NJDEP / Office of Dredging & Sediment Technology and the Army Corps of Engineers / Philadelphia District our towns which had been used for dumping spoils in the past half century were different communities today then sixty years or even twenty years ago during earlier dredging cycles.  

Our communities, formerly declining and stagnant river towns have grown, some dramatically, especially since 2000.   Delanco’s population has increased from under 3,000 to well over 4,000 in just the last ten years and our schools have expanded to accommodate increasing enrollment.  Responding to this growth the $1.1 billion NJTransit lightrail Riverline in service since 2004 connects our growing river communities with Camden / Philadelphia and Trenton / New York.

In view of the dramatically changed nature of our communities, at the 2008 meeting with NJDEP and the Army Corps of Engineers I requested that they plan for a maintenance dredging project that minimizes the adverse impact or eliminates the need for a CDF in the midst of residential neighborhoods, or a CDF nested inside our towns.  

Unfortunately, we learned at the recent June 18, 2010 meeting, with the very same people we met with in 2008, the permanent adverse impact of the 2008 maintenance dredging plan has not changed.  

Minimizing the impact of dredging for Delanco 

Conventional pipeline dredging requires a disposal site (CDF) every 25,000 feet along the dredged waterway.  In the current project using pipeline dredging, NJDEP selected three sites at intervals along the channel: Palmyra Cove, Delanco / Beverly “dunes”, and Burlington Island were named as primary CDF’s. Cinnaminson (Union Landing) was named as a contingency CDF.  The Army Corps of Engineers can to modify this maintenance dredging project by using alternative and conventional dredging methods to minimize or eliminate the need for CDF’s instead of the planned conventional, and cheaper, pipeline dredging. 

Alternative 1: Use of Booster Pumps 
Using the proposed CDF’s at Palmyra Cove and Burlington Island, approximately 12,000 feet of river fronting Delanco is beyond the range (25,000 feet) of conventional pipeline dredging pumping to those two CDF’s.   The 12,000 feet of Delaware River extends from the west tip of Hawk Island to the Delanco / Beverly municipal boundary at the dunes site.

 On three occasions (April 15, 2008, June 18, 2010, and August 2, 2010) the Philadelphia District’s Project manager has said augmenting the conventional pipeline dredge with booster pumps can extend the CDF pumping range to 30,000 feet.  “This is more expensive,” the Corps official noted.  

If booster pumps are used to augment pipeline dredging to the proposed Palmyra Cove CDF (surrounded by light & heavy industry and major transportation arteries) and Burlington Island CDF (an uninhabited island), there is no need for a CDF in the residential neighborhoods of Delanco.  Neither the “dunes” tract nor the disputed state lands on Hawk Island would be needed as a permanent CDF.  Ever.
Alternative 2: Use of the hopper dredge ship McFarland
A second option is to use ship borne “hopper dredge”, the Corps of Engineers ship McFarland, based in Philadelphia to maintain the channel in the same 12,000 foot section fronting Delanco.  Using the McFarland hopper dredge would require more time and expense compared to fixed pipeline dredging and would accomplish the same goal.   The McFarland was used recently in 2008 to maintain the navigation channel in the same section of the river fronting Delanco.

Simply put, the NJDEP must protect our vibrant communities and the Army Corps of Engineers must request the appropriate level of funding to eliminate the need to continually truck countless heavy loads of dredge spoils through tiny residential streets.
As we guide our communities into the future we must work together to find truly sustainable ways to foster a strong local economy.  New Jersey is forecasted to be the first state to reach “build out”.  We are all living closer to infrastructure such as highways and railroads; residential neighborhoods are adjacent to commercial businesses and industrial activities.   Available land that in the past gave us the space to insulate conflicting uses no longer exists.

Where we can mitigate or eliminate those conflicting uses we must do so.  Even if it costs a little more on the front end, we must retain value and enhance the economic viability of our communities by ensuring quality of life for those who live here now and for generations to come.

Thank for your consideration of this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Templeton

Committeeman, Delanco Township
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