Delanco & Planned Maintenance Dredging of the Delaware River

June 18, 2010

On June 18, 2010, officials from Delanco and Beverly Township’s met with officials from NJDEP / Office of Dredging & Sediment Technology, NJDEP / Tidelands, NJDOT / Maritime Resources, New Jersey Attorney General’s office, and the US Army Corps of Engineers / Philadelphia District to discuss maintenance dredging of the Delaware River, spoils deposit site selection, and ownership of specified sites.

The Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) is responsible for maintaining the navigation channel to a depth of 40 feet along the lower reach of the Delaware River from the PA / NJ Turnpike Bridge to Allegheny Avenue in Philadelphia, approximately 18 river miles.  The project is a recurring maintenance dredging of the channel. 

This is not the main channel-deepening project that has been proposed for many years from the Philadelphia & Camden ports downriver to the Delaware Bay.

The State of New Jersey through the NJDEP is responsible for providing sites to the ACOE to deposit dredge spoils.  Third party, commercial contractors, would conduct the actual dredging and spoils deposit site preparation. 

The ACOE estimates the need for three confined disposal facilities (CDF) along the lower reach of the river to receive the estimated 900,000 cu/yds of spoils.  The need for three sites, which are spaced along the project length of the channel, is due to equipment limitations of the dredging machinery.

At the June 18, 2010 meeting NJDEP identified four CDF’s selected from the list of seven surveyed in 2008: 

· Burlington Island (CDF planned with 2 cells & dock for barge shipment of spoils to New York / north Jersey port projects)

· Delanco / Beverly “dunes” located at West Avenue

· Cinnaminson (discussed as a 4th, as needed, CDF)

· Palmyra Cove (spoils to be transshipped to Harrison Avenue, Camden fill site)

Former spoils deposit sites at Hawk Island / Delanco and Newbold Island (near Bordentown) identified in 2008 are not being considered due to endangered species & habitat issues.  Clear title and property ownership is clouded in the case of Hawk Island.

NJDEP outlined their Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP).  A key component of the DMMP is for spoils deposit sites (CDF’s), to be maintained and used “semi actively” from now on.  In effect the CDF’s identified in this current cycle of maintenance dredging will be permanent spoils deposition and mining operations.

In the DMMP plan, CDF’s would not be allowed to be dormant and “go to the weeds” as was the historic practice. 

In presenting the case for the Delanco / Beverly dunes tracts, NJDEP outlined the state’s tidelands claims along the Delaware River shoreline.  The state’s tidelands claim, as shown on the NJDEP Tidelands map (undated) reaches well inland along a highly irregular boundary.  The state’s tidelands map depicts a shoreline within 250 feet of the West Avenue Phile Field Recreational Park (Block 310) and approximately 150 feet from the township’s declared preserved open space (Block 309) at West Avenue.

Delanco’s NJDEP regulated municipal composting area (approximately 3 acres) is currently located in the dunes along with passive recreation trails constructed by Delanco Public Works and Delanco Boy Scout Troop 19.  It lies wholly within the area claimed by the state on June 18th.

Delanco Township questioned the state’s tidelands map and claims.  The date of the state’s tidelands map, the accuracy of the map, and the logic of the tidelands based claim was questioned.  Historical maps and charts of the area depict a very different river shoreline and do not support the state’s extensive claim.   

Delanco Township presented documents from municipal and county archives that indicate the township was awarded the dunes tract in its entirety by a state court in 1944 and owns the land known as the dunes. 
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